KEDRON-WAVELL SUB-BRANCH RSL
NEWSLETTER:
November 2017

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Ken Roma
Well members this year is coming to an end, can someone please tell me what happened to
the last eleven months it all seems a bit of a blur. Anyway, we have had an excellent year as
we completed all of our WWI walks, with the October walk one of the biggest for participation
of walkers. We also conducted a number of BBQs out at Enoggera Army Base with the last
one on the 10th of December this year, as well as decompression training. We also participated as support
of the re-enactment of the Charge of Beersheba in Longreach, Barcaldine, and Winton.
It is at this time I would like to thank all our volunteers for the work they have done to keep our Sub Branch
working, for without them we would not be here doing what we do best and that is to take care of our
veteran community. I would also like to say thank you to the ladies of the Women’s Auxiliary for the
fundraising they have done throughout the year and their help in selling badges on ANZAC and
Remembrance Days, they are always ready to help.
I myself have nothing but praise for all of our volunteers who make my job easy throughout the year. This
is evident again with the Sub Branch receiving a tick in the box from RSL State in Compliance for the year.
On a sad note we have lost some of our members this year but they will not be forgotten as they will always
be with us.
In finishing I would like to wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year in 2018. I look
forward to seeing everyone again in the New Year.
Ken Roma

Hon. Secretary - Mary-Ann Keech
As 2017 comes to an end we look back on a very productive year. The AGM this
year had a couple of new faces on the committee Barry Kyrwood who is now looking
after Ceremonial and vehicles and Vanessa Patterson who liaises with other ESO’s
(Emergency Service Organisations).
Our Volunteers Dinner in April had volunteers and their partners 173 all up, attend a very
successful dinner. It is our BIG Thank You to all who assist us during the year, without you all
we would not be as successful as we are.
Once again I wish to thank Lesley and Daryl who I could not have done without this year
especially all the time I have had off due to Ian and my trip to Canada to see our son and
grandchildren.
We had lots of involvement with our liaison students this year, not only with the trip to Canberra
for Anzac Day but the WW1 walk.
Being involved with the Kedron-Wavell Ex-Servicewomen’s Assn has been very rewarding this
year even though we lost our Patron Lee Box, Juanita Rose and Nancye Foster. These ladies are
all foundation members of the Ex-Servicewomen’s Assn and of our RSL Sub Branch they have
worked tirelessly since the beginning of Kedron-Wavell and will be missed.
Again I would like to thank all who have assisted us this year. It has been a job well done and
you all should be proud of yourselves.
A reminder to all that our office will be closed from Friday 15 December until Monday 8th
January 2018. (Note: the office will also be closed on Wednesday 10 January 2018 due to the
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power being turned off for the day). Next year will be our 50th Anniversary. We will be having a
lunch to celebrate in July 2018 so keep a watch for the notice next year.
I would like to wish the Committee, our volunteers and you our members a very Merry
Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year and we will love to hear from you next year.
Mary-Ann Keech

Asst. Secretary & Welfare – Daryl Gould
Bus Trips

September bus trip saw us in Toowoomba for the Annual Carnival of
Flowers followed by a great lunch at the Golf Club.

Our last trip for the year was to Boonah for a Christmas lunch , visiting a great little winery,
Bunjurgen Estate Vineyard, with wine/port taste testing and some great cheese platters followed
by beautiful lunch at Boonah Bowls Club where Christmas goodies were shared with members.
I would like to thank Carmel for stepping in when I was away in Winton (In Pursuit of
Beersheba) and wish all of our great “Bus Family” good health and happiness for Christmas. I
look forward to seeing you all in 2018!!

Welfare:
Our Welfare phone number is 3359 0460. Our office is always open if you have any welfare
issues, please contact us as we are here to help. The Welfare Department has given assistance to
all who have concerns this year. I would like to thank everyone involved with our funeral and
poppy services, nursing homes and hospital visits and selling poppies for Remembrance Day.
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We all wish everyone a very Happy Christmas, the office will be close on Friday 15th December
to re-open Monday 8th January 2018.

CEREMONIAL – BARRY KYRWOOD

A Remembrance Day Ceremony was conducted by the KWRSL on
Saturday 11 November 2017 at the Cenotaph in front of the
KWSC. The weather was kind to us, all be it threatening at times.
The Service commenced with the Mounting of the Catafalque Party
by 2/14 LHR (QMI) Commanded by LCPL Penolla. The standard
of drill, dress and bearing was of the usual high standard one has
come to expect from 2/14 LHR. After the welcome address,
delivered by Mr Ken Roma (President KWRSL), the Address by
the Guest Speaker, CPL Dickson (2/14LHR), was delivered. The
address was well received and all who commented had nothing but
praise on the content of the address and the professional way it was
delivered.

The Wreath Laying Ceremony was enhanced, not just by the volume of Wreaths
laid, but by the Lament that was played throughout by Mr Greg Boyle. There is
nothing quite like Bag Pipes played well.
After the Wreath Laying Mr Peter Cairnes, KWRSL Senior Vice President,
delivered the ODE precisely at 11 am. The Last Post was then played by Jacob
Zhao, Kedron SHS, as always, the calibre of talent in the young people from our
associated schools is amazing. Speaking of talent, after Rouse, Jamie Vizcarra,
Craigslea SHS, then sang the Australian National Anthem. Nothing but praise
was given by all who attended, well done Jamie.
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The KWRSL Resident Padre, The Reverend Dan Kemp, CSM, delivered the
Prayer for Peace and Thanksgiving, thanks as always to the Padre.
After the dismounting of the Catafalque Party, all who attended were invited
into the Kittyhawk Room for a light lunch.
People and organisations not mentioned above who deserve mention are:

-

- KWSC Management and Staff for their continuing support in the setting up
of the venue, both for the Cenotaph and the Kittyhawk Room.
Distinguished Guests and Representatives, it is always good to see the interest shown by
this important group of people.
Mr. Brian Jones who, as always, takes the photos that record these special moments in time
for posteritory.
Mr. Alan Walker who, as always, took control of the Flag Station in a respectful manner.
Mary Casey Florist for the beautiful Wreaths, as always.
All School and Cadet Participation, as always, it is great to see our young people showing
interest in our Nation’s Military past.
The Queensland Mounted Infantry Historical Troop, the significance of their presence this
year was moving.

It is estimated that approximately 260-300 people attended, thank you all for your attendance
and support.

QUEENSLAND WW1 100KM
CHALLENGE – 14-15 OCTOBER 2017
EACH WALKER CARRIES A BRICK BEARING THE NAME OF A QUEENSLANDER
WHO DID NOT RETURN HOME FROM WWI
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At the October WWI 100km Challenge we had the pleasure of meeting these two legends - The
Wounded Pelicans. They came and conquered the WWI Queenslander Challenge, 2 of only 5
participants to complete the 100km challenge over the 2 days. While chatting to these two men it
turns out they are regular suckers for punishment, taking on a whopping 60 or so different
endurance challenges in the last 12 months to raise funds and awareness for the Cancer Council.

The 100km trek weekend from the Gap to Woodford saw rain most of the weekend, a wonderful
effort by all trekkers for battling through, especially to the 5 legends who completed the 100km
as solo participants, an outstanding achievement. Each of the bricks carried by the trekkers over
the weekend is engraved with the name of a fallen QLD soldier of WWI and will be used to
build a remembrance wall in 2018.

Thank you once again to Lyn and her team of fantastic helpers, from Aspley Physiotherapy &
Sports Injury Clinic, for the much-needed massages, especially for those going on to complete
the full 100km.

605 Robinson Rd W, Aspley, Qld 4034
(07) 3263 5786
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Hours
Mon: 6am – 7pm
Tues: 6am – 7pm
Wed: 6am – 7pm
Thurs: 6am – 7pm
Fri:
6am – 7pm
Sat: From 7am
Sun: Closed

The 1st Annual Kedron-Wavell Red Run Remembrance Day 5 or 10km fun run, walk or jog was
held at Kedron-Wavell Services Club on 5th November to raise funds for the Gallipoli Medical
Research Foundation.
The first of our 5km runners were from Brisbane Grammar School,
congratulations to Declan who was first to cross the line at 16min
28sec with the first 10km runner crossing the line at 36min 50sec,
congratulations to Darren.
This proved to be a very successful day with many participants planning
to return next year. The great drinks & food supplied by KWSC very much appreciated, along
with the Army Band and Ferret Scout on display allowing anyone to climb on board, a firm
favourite for young and old.
At the conclusion of each, participants run/walk they placed a
Remembrance Poppy onto the Poppy wall.
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KEDRON-WAVELL WOMEN’S AUXILIARY
On behalf of the Kedron-Wavell Women’s Auxiliary I would like to present our last newsletter
for 2017, with Christmas almost upon us I look back to see just what our Auxiliary has done.
Bowling mornings on Thursday are great fun days with good friends and lots of laughter with
some great bowling☺. We have had trivia mornings, played hoy, visited nursing homes, sold
raffle tickets, made arts and crafts for our Charity Morning Tea, attended Diggers Day (with some
of our older members), and various fashion parades. I attended the RSL State Conference along
with Brisbane North District meetings throughout the year. We have wrapped lots of lucky door
prizes and assisted our Sub Branch with newsletters.
On Thursday 19th October our Sub Branch President, Mr Ken Roma, and I presented a cheque for
$6,000 to Hummingbird House, many thanks to our Sub Branch for their ongoing support. Our
ladies sold poppies for Remembrance Day and attended our RSL Service. We had a Christmas
stall in the club on Wednesday 29th November selling wonderful home baking and lots of craft for
Christmas. I would like to sincerely thank the Services Club for allowing us to hold our stall in
the foyer.
Our Auxiliary has increased by four new members in the last quarter, we welcome them to our
Auxiliary. Our last event for 2017 is Christmas Lunch with our thoughts going to all who have
helped us in anyway throughout the year.
May you all have a wonderful Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year…. Carmel Gould

Presentation of cheque and
“Hummingbird” painting to Hummingbird
House

Presentation for Certificates of Appreciation for assisting
with Remembrance Day Poppy sales
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2017 has been another busy year for the Kittyhawk Day Club. Our average attendance of 34 was down on
our peak of 42 but those who were able to attend enjoyed delicious morning teas and lunches and good
company for just a $5 entrance fee.
A generous $1000 Community grant from Kedron-Wavell Services Club and the raffle we run each week
has allowed us to maintain our $30 bus trips 3 times a year. Morning tea, lunch, entrance fees and the bus
are all included for this low price.
In April, we visited Ormiston House where Mauri showed us the wooden creations and metallic sculptures
he and his son had done for the nuns. We then enjoyed lunch at Redlands Sports Club.
In July, we enjoyed Christmas in July at the marina in Tewantin.

For our last bus trip of the year we went on the Ferryman cruise in Bribie Passage during Veterans’ Health
Week. It was the wettest October week in living memory but luckily, although it was overcast and windy
all day, we only had one heavy shower and that was while we were on the boat so we stayed dry all day.
We had lunch at the Bribie Island Surf Club with a lovely view of the ocean.

Our members also enjoy entertainment about 6 times a year. Some are still keen to dance while others just
dance in their heads.
It is hard to believe but we celebrated our 7th birthday in July.
We usually ask our 2 oldest members present on the day to cut
our cake and this year the honour went to Doris who is 96 and
Mauri who is 94.
Sadly, two of our long-term members died this year. Maureen
“Dawn” Riebelt and James Harrison were much loved and are
sadly missed.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Kedron-Wavell Services Club, Milne Bay Memorial Trust
and Kedron-Wavell RSL Sub Branch for their support of our club this year.
We are looking forward to our Christmas celebrations with lunch at Restaurant 3 on the 7th December, to
give our hard-working volunteers a break, and Secret Santa at the drill hall on the 14th, our last day for the
year. We will re-open on the 25th January.
If you would like more information on the club, please contact: Angela Brown: 38812330 / 0431926560
Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year from the Kittyhawk Day Club.
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Advocacy & Pensions
Christmas is almost upon us again and we are all looking forward to the break after a
busy year in Pensions and Advocacy Section. We would like to thank all the Advocates (both
Welfare and Compensation) who have worked tirelessly in 2017 and we know we already are
facing a busy 2018.
The Sailors Christmas...
'Was the night before Christmas, the ship was out steaming,
Sailors stood watch while others were dreaming.
They lived in a crowd with racks tight and small,
In a 60-man mess deck, cramped one and all.
I had come down the stack with presents to give,
And to see inside just who might perhaps live.
I looked all about, a strange sight did I see,
No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.
No stockings were hung,
Shined boots close at hand,
On the bulkhead hung pictures of a far distant land.
They had medals and badges and awards of all kind,
And a sober thought came into my mind.
For this place was different,
So dark and so dreary,
I had found the house of a Sailor,
At once I saw clearly.
A Sailor lay sleeping, silent and alone,
Curled up in a rack and dreaming of home.
The face was so gentle, the space squared away,
This was home of the Australian Sailor today.
This was the hero I saw on TV,
Defending our country so we could be free.
I realized the families that I would visit this night,
Owed their lives to these Sailors lay willing to fight.
Soon round the world, the children would play,
And grownups would celebrate on Christmas Day.
They all enjoyed freedom each day of the year,
Because of the Sailor,
like the one lying here.
I couldn't help wonder how many lay alone,
On a cold Christmas Eve on a sea, far from home.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye,
I dropped to my knees and started to cry.
The Sailor awakened and I heard a calm voice,
"Santa, don't cry, this life is my choice."
"Defending the seas all days of the year, so others may live and be free with no fear."
I thought for a moment, what a difficult road,
to live a life guided by honor and code.
After all it's Christmas Eve and the ship's underway!
But freedom isn't free and it's sailors who pay.
The Sailor say's to our country "Be free and sleep tight,
No harm will come, Not on my watch, Not on this night."
The Sailor rolled over and drifted to sleep,
I couldn't control it, I continued to weep.
I kept watch for hours, so silent, so still,
I watched as the Sailor shivered from the night's cold chill.
I didn't want to leave on that cold dark night,
This guardian of honor so willing to fight.
The Sailor rolled over and with a voice strong and sure,
Whispered, "Carry on Santa, It's Christmas, and All is Secure!"

Merry Christmas from all Advocates
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Projects – Phil Lilliebridge
Throughout the latter part of 2017, Sub Branch volunteers again facilitated or assisted
with many activities in support of the Local Community and Defence Force Organizations, both
here and overseas.
Projects facilitated over the September – December 2017 period were:
Periodic briefings to troops on Ex Service Organisations, and how they are available for a myriad
of assistance to Serving and Ex-Serving Defence Force members and their families;
Monthly Deployed Troops Family BBQ’s at Gallipoli Barracks;
Legacy Week in September;
Assisting with the Remembrance Day Red Run in November; and
WW1 100km “Trek with Your Mates” from The Gap to Woodford that was held in mid-October,
together with the “Stomp” from ANZAC Square.
The Trek program for 2018 has been finalised, with events scheduled for 12/13 May, 28/29 July,
and 20/21 October; the Stomp event that will start at various locations in the South-East and finish
at ANZAC Square is scheduled for 9 October and the Red Run on 4 November.
These events cater for all ages and degrees of fitness, so please consider participating either as a
walker or supporter.
I pass my thanks for all who have continuously assisted in these events throughout 2017; 2018 is
looking at being as busy with our local Army units again travelling to distant lands.
With these deployments will be the elevation in support requirements for functions for their
families; so, don’t be afraid to volunteer should you have the free time.
Any assistance you may provide, even for a few hours, will offer some respite for the regulars.
Cheers and have a Safe and Merry Christmas.

Officer: “Soldier, do you have change for $5
Soldier: “Sure, mate.”
Officer: That’s no way to address and
officer!! Now let’s try it again! Do you have
change for $5?”
Soldier: “No, SIR”

2018
Family Day BBQ Roster
Gallipoli Barracks
Sunday March 18th
Sunday June 17th
Sunday September 16th
Sunday December…TBA
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Emergency Medical Alarms (EMA) – Ray Murrell
Over the last couple of months our installers have been very busy with new installations,
maintenance and changing machines to be compatible with the NBN. Total installations for the
past quarter up to the end of November are 64 with maintenance calls 55.
Thank you to all our installers and office staff, wishing a Merry Christmas to all.
If you know of anybody in the community that you consider would benefit from one of our
Emergency Medical Alarms contact our EMA Team on 1300 73 24 23.

Voyager Centre – Alan Walker
All classes, except for Wood Carving, will be taking a break over the Christmas period
to restart in early 2018.

Voyager Centre Classes in 2018:
MONDAY
Lead Lighting & Copper Foil
Glass Slumping
TUESDAY
Pottery
Glass & Copper
WEDNESDAY
Wood Carving
Picture Framing
Water Colour Painting
THURSDAY
Oil Painting
FRIDAY
Mah-jong

8:30 AM-12:00 PM
1:00 PM– 4:00 PM

Ted Wann & Lorna Jerome
Beth Roberts & Desley Cox

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Ann Hampson
Jocelyn Meier

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Peter Saxon
John Cook
Ann Jarvis

10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Flynn Wallace & Narelle Carter

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Judith Cassells
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“In Pursuit of Beersheba “
16-23 September 2017

A truly memorable week in Western Queensland for the ‘In Pursuit of Beersheba’ event to
commemorate the 100-year anniversary of the last great cavalry charge by the 4th and 12th
Australian Light Horse to take the wells at Beersheba, now in present day Israel. A volunteer
group was assembled by the Kedron-Wavell RSL Sub Branch, who were in charge of the
catering for approximately 150 people. A mobile kitchen was supplied (the “chuck wagon”) and
support also given by three massive Army semis, two of which were full of hay for the horses.
After many drill routines, the first engagement was at 8:30am at the Barcaldine Cenotaph, where
troops formed an open rectangle on the intersection, a moving short ceremony with wreaths laid,
the Ode said, a piper played the lament followed by strains of the Last Post and Reveille with the
horsemen marched off. The Colour Party consisted of four horsemen, two Queensland Mounted
Policemen, the NZ Flag Bearer and the Australian Flag Bearer leading the Light Horse on all
parades.

The next day began at 5am to prepare for the service at the Cenotaph, another stirring ceremony
made more memorable by a young teacher who sang the NZ anthem in Maori then in English
followed by Advance Australia Fair – what a voice! The Light Horse proceeded to Beersheba
Place on the northern edge of town, a new attraction which was officially opened and dedicated
with the troopers lined up by the side of the man-made water hole.
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Onwards to Winton to the Winton Outback Festival, which supported the re-enactment of the
Charge at Bladensberg Station and National Park. On sunset 58 horsemen and women lined up,
the Colour Party took their place on top of the Turkey’s Nest wall, with an Army Bugler next to
them awaiting the signal. At 6:05pm the Senior Policeman (in the role of General Chauvel) gave
the signal, the bugler began his call and the horses began to move out in formation of three
troops onto the plain, where they executed a left wheel and began a walk towards the homestead,
then a trot and finally burst into full canter, officers with their swords drawn, troopers with arm
extended and they halted in formation in front of the crowd assembled at the homestead. A
salute was given and they wheeled in pairs to walk past the Colour Party with a salute from each
of the three troops….
Thank you Carol Ross for sharing your journey as a volunteer ☺

GREENSLOPES COURTESY
BUS SERVICE
BUS BOOKINGS: 3394 7033
Kedron-Wavell Sub Branch RSL operates a free courtesy bus service for Veterans and families
and the community on the north side Monday to Friday to commute patients, carers and visitors
to and from Greenslopes Private Hospital, picking up from Chermside, Toombul and Lutwyche
Shopping Centres. The bus is driven by volunteer drivers from Kedron-Wavell Sub Branch RSL.
Bookings are only made through Greenslopes Private Hospital.

Did you know…..
The meaning of “Opaque” is not clear……….
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Burpengary State School P & C
Request
A proposed monument to honour past students
who have served in significant wars in the Anzac
Centenary period is being organised.
It would be greatly appreciated if any members
who lived in the Burpengary District and
attended the Burpengary State School, or who
may know of any veterans who attended our
school and served during the wars could please
contact Shannon Macdonald, Vice President
Burpengary State School P & C with any
assistance or advice. The Monument of Honour
is planned to be completed by March 30, 2018.
Shannon Macdonald
0414 506 123
smac288@gmail.com

Please note that there are special rates for
Sub Branch members as well as KWSC
Members and staff.

RSL Care and RDNS (Royal District Nursing Service) joined forces
in late 2015 staying under the RSL Care name. RDNS is Australia’s
oldest provider of home nursing and healthcare, beginning in
Melbourne 132 years ago. RSL Care grew from the Queensland War
Veterans Homes Trust, and has been operating since 1938 to support
people at home, in retirement and residential aged care communities.
Together they are now one of Australia’s largest and most experienced not-for-profit providers of
independent living services across at-home care, retirement living and aged care services, with a
proud history and bright future.
The new name for these two organisations together now is Bolton Clarke.
Lieutenant Colonel William Kinsey Bolton (1860-1941) was a returned serviceman and
Gallipoli veteran who in 1916 became the first president of the Returned Sailors’ and Soldiers’
Imperial League (forerunner of the RSL).
Lady Janet Clarke (1851-1909), a well-known philanthropist, became president of the
Melbourne District Nursing Society (later RDNS) in 1889 and remained a driving force for more
than 20 years of dedicated service and commitment.
15

Elected Committee for 2017
Position
President

Name

Responsibility

Ken Roma

Leadership and general management

Peter Cairnes

Business administration and governance
Delegate to Brisbane North District and
Welfare Officer

Snr Vice President

Jnr Vice President

Hon. Secretary

Grants Co-ordinator & Welfare

Peter Saxon

Mary-Ann Keech

Business administration and governance,
Welfare

Asst. Secretary

Daryl Gould

Business administration and governance,
Welfare

Treasurer

David Izatt

Financial management and governance

Assistant Treasurer

Russ Brady

Committee

Committee
Committee

Committee
Services Club LO
Committee

Support the Treasurer

Advocacy

Greg Russell
Barry Kyrwood

Vehicles, Ceremonial Projects
Voyager Centre

Alan Walker
Phil Lilliebridge

Vannessa Patterson

Projects & Defence Liaison

Committee

Kedron-Wavell Sub Branch RSL President & Committee Members wish you a very
“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year”
KEDRON-WAVELL SUB BRANCH OFFICE CLOSURE times
Closing - Friday 15th December 12.30pm
Re-opening – Monday 8th January 2018 9:30 am
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Sub-Branch details:
Office Hours:

Please note new hours:
Monday-Thursday 0930–1500hrs
Friday 0930-1230
Closed all Public Holidays

Location:

First Floor, Kedron-Wavell Services Club,
21 Kittyhawk Drive, Chermside. Queensland, 4032

Postal Address:

Phone:

Kedron-Wavell Sub-Branch Inc.
PO Box 2036, Chermside Centre Queensland 4032
(07) 3359 0460
Fax:
(07) 3256 3093

Email:

secretary@kwrsl.org.au

Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/KedronWavellRSLSubBranch

JP Services:

We do have JP’s available, please call the office on 3359 0460 to make an
appointment.

Website: http:/kwrsl.org.au

Please note if you would like to view a digital copy of all newsletters they are accessible from
our website http:/kwrsl.org.au :
Sub Branch
Keep Up To Date
Newsletters

We thank the following businesses who support our RSL Sub Branch:
Grand Prix Mazda for the provision Vince Pennisi of V. Pennisi &
of motor vehicles. Grand Prix Mazda Associates for legal services. Vince
can be contacted at 3263 5333
Pennisi is at 3350 2655

Our volunteer Welfare, Advocates and Pensions officers are in the Sub-Branch from Monday to
Thursday for appointments between 1030 to 1400 hrs. Pre-booked appointments outside
these hours, are by prior arrangement only. Please remember to bring any and all paperwork
you have to your appointment.
Contact the Sub-Branch Office for appointments and information on (07) 3359 0460.
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