KEDRON WAVELL SUB-BRANCH NEWSLETTER:
December 2013

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Rod Single
Greetings to all our members and volunteers, another year is rapidly coming to a close.
Since our last newsletter members of the committee have attended family days at
Enoggera which were well attended by the serving member’s partners and their children.
There will be more of these next year, so please, if you are available come along and help.
At this stage the new constitution is still going through the RSL process. I would like to
remind everyone that if it is not approved by the Office of Fair Trading by the time of the
next AGM, then that meeting would be conducted under the existing Constitution.
This years’ Remembrance Day was a great success with about 400 attending the service.
Thanks again to Phil Lilliebridge for organising the day and making sure it ran smoothly.
The Tongan Community band played with passion through the service as well as
entertaining us in the Community Centre afterwards. Our thanks as always to Wavell High
for their singers and their former student, Mathew Kleidon, for the Last Post and Reveille.
Our new Office Co-ordinator started at the beginning of December. I think it is an exciting
time for the Sub-Branch and I’m looking forward to improvements in how we operate.
Planning for some of next year’s activities are already underway. It looks like being a busy
year. With the beginning of the centenary of ANZAC celebrations filling what is already a
full calendar.
My last paragraph as always belongs to our volunteers. Thank you for your help and your
efforts throughout the year.
Have a very merry Christmas (within the bounds of the law) and a safe and Happy New
Year. May your best moments of 2013 be your worst moments of 2014.
Cheers
Rod Single
President

Secretary – Robyn Yeo





The Sub-Branch has 1497 financial members at December.
We are now on Facebook and have a new website (see back page for details).
We are creating an electronic members list to forward newsletters, notices, etc, by
email. Could you please send us an email from your current email address with your
member number so that we can add you to the list.
The office will be closed from 3:00 pm Friday 20 December 2013 and will re-open on 6
January 2013.

Emergency Medical Alerts – Ian Burchill
 Number of our Emergency Medical Alarms in the community as at the end of
November 2013: 1173
This would not be possible without the efforts of our volunteers: Velloa, Victoria, Fay,
Elaine, Angela, Judith, Bill, Dennis, Derek, Errol, John, Ray, Mario and Greg who work as a
team to ensure that the reputation of the Kedron Wavell Sub Branch RSL’s Emergency
Medical Alarms’ service is second to none.
However, we are always looking for dedicated volunteers to join us either to work in the
office or as installers.
If you think that you would like to find out more about this rewarding contribution to our
Sub Branch, please contact the Sub Branch to arrange a time to come in for a chat.
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and happy and prosperous 2014.
Kedron Wavell Sub Branch RSL EMA Team

Advocates and Pensions Officers – Greg Russell
WELFARE - ONE TO WATCH
We favour no political party though we praise or criticise their individual Veterans Affairs policies.
This includes from time to time identifying particular politicians from any side of politics that hold
views potentially damaging to the Welfare of veterans and their families.
Hon Peter Hendy MP was elected in the 2013 Federal election as the member for Eden-Monaro.
In 2005, Peter Hendy was the CEO of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, an influential lobby
group representing, at the time, 36 industry associations and 350,000 businesses.
That year, the Chamber commissioned a paper meant to influence government policy titled
‘Commonwealth Spending (and Taxes) Can be Cut --- And Should Be’
The paper advocated the Service Pension, War Widows pension, and the TPI (Special Rate) pension
be reduced in value and that the Department of Veterans Affairs be disbanded with disabled war
veterans and war widows administered by various departments such as Welfare and Health.
Of course, veterans did not leave the matter unchallenged, but Peter Hendy did not resile from this
radical advocacy.
Here are quotes from some letters veterans sent to Peter Hendy in May 2005.
‘We are, it would seem, not worthy of such a cooperative system. We note, however, that you did
not judge us unworthy to fight and die on the battle field while your members made wartime
profits.’
‘You are aware that wages increase over time at a higher rate than the cost of living. Presently, the
Service and War Widows pensions are increased as wages increase. These pensions were moved

onto wage based indexation in 1997when it became only too evident that they were falling behind
community income standards. Most recently this wage based indexation was applied to part of the
TPI (Special Rate) pension.’
So you were advocating that war veterans’ and war widows’ pensions presently indexed to increases
in wages be reduced by being indexed, as in the dark past, to increases in the cost of living. The
Chamber doesn’t seem to care that such a change would cause the standard of living of disabled war
veterans and their families as well as war widows, to continually slide backwards, compared with the
standard of living of the general community. In fact, it seems you would welcome such an outcome.
The Chamber is also advocating the closing down of the Department of Veterans Affairs with
disabled war veterans and widows thrown to the mercy of a variety of other departments including
Welfare and Health.
‘The Department of Veterans Affairs administers legislation which is described as ‘beneficial’. The
law requires that war veterans be treated in a ‘beneficial’ manner, that they be given, for instance,
‘the benefit of the doubt’. This makes the way the Department of Veterans’ Affairs administers war
veterans very different indeed from the way Welfare and Health administer their clients. Further, the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs, as a matter of long standing practice, consults with and is advised
by representatives of the war veteran community. To a far greater degree than in any other
government department, this consultation with client representatives is built into the Repatriation
Committee structure. Indeed, cooperation extends to the Department financially assisting ex-service
organizations to train its volunteers to help run the claims application and appeals advocacy system.
‘It seems the Chamber thinks this arrangement ‘spoils’ disabled war veterans. We are, it would
seem, not worthy of such a cooperative system. We note, however, that you did not judge us
unworthy to fight and die on the battlefield while your members made wartime profits.

Perhaps it is too late for us to say ‘Lest we Forget’. It seems you
have already forgotten.
We don’t know if the Hon Peter Hendy MP still holds those radical views but we shall be watching.

Our volunteer Welfare, Advocates and Pensions officers are in the Sub-Branch from
Monday to Thursday for appointments between 1030 to 1400 hrs. Appointments outside
these hours are by prior arrangement and please remember to bring any paperwork you
have to your appointment.
Contact the Sub-Branch Office for appointments and information on (07) 3359 0460.

Voyager Centre – Alan (Butch) Walker
THE EXTENSION
After seven years of paper work, plans and a few dry gullies, work started on 27 November
2013. The wood carvers’ room has been cleaned out, a ute load of scrap timber after 15
years, glass room to be done on 26 November 2013.
Most groups are going to start Christmas break in the first week of December 2013. The
project should be completed sometime in February 2014. Paynter Dixon will shut down for
three weeks over Christmas.

FUNDING
The Sub-Branch has received information from Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) that
they provide grants for the upgrading of toilet facilities and internal fit-outs. We have
received the package from DVA so it’s now back to the paper work.
See you in the New Year.
Butch

Voyager Centre Classes in 2014:
Monday:

0900- 1300hrs Lead Lighting
1300-1600hrs Glass Slumping

Wednesday:

0900 – 1300 Wood Carving
1300 - 1600 Picture Framing
0900 – 1300 Qld Water Colour Society**
0900 -1300 Pottery**
1300-1600 Glass
1000-1300 Oil Painting
0900 -1300 Mahjong

Tuesday :
Thursday:
Friday:

Photo: Some attendees

Ceremonial and Projects Officer – Phil Lilliebridge
Remembrance Day 2013:
The support provided to this year’s Remembrance Day
Service was wonderful; with the provision of the
Catafalque Party and an inspiring address by Lieutenant
Andrew Nguyen of 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment
(Queensland Mounted Infantry); attended by the
Northside Tongan Community Band who played during
the Service and also provided music during the morning
tea; and the singers from Wavell State High School who
again sang the National Anthem and provided the bugler
for the service.
A special thanks goes out to the girls who have assisted us
at various activities throughout the year, two of the girls
have since completed their school studies and moved to
the wide world beyond – good luck to both of them in
their future endeavours, and we look forward to next
year.

UPCOMING EVENTS
for 2014
Special Events:
AGM - 11 March
ANZAC– 25 April

Sub-Branch meetings:
Tues, 11 Feb at 1900
Tues, 8 April at 1900
Tues, 13 May at 1900
Tues, 10 June at 1900
Tues, 8 July at 1900
Tues, 12 Aug at 1900
Tues, 9 Sept at 1900
Tues, 14 Oct at 1900
Tues, 9 Dec at 1900

It was estimated that there were in excess of 400 attendees at the Service, this attendance in
itself certainly make our efforts worthwhile.
I extend a personal vote of thanks to all who assisted on the day, and to the Staff of Kedron
Wavell Services Club who facilitated the preparation and finalisation of the Cenotaph and
seating area for the day.
Veterans Health Week:
In conjunction with the Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA), the Sub-Branch again played a
key role in the Brisbane launch of Veterans Health Week which was held over the period 14 th
to 20th October.
The official launch was conducted in King George Square on Monday afternoon 14 th October,
this time and location was chosen in a hope that there may have been greater public
involvement in the event; there was some public participation but not to the level expected.
The launch was also supported by the singers from Wavell High who performed a selection of
songs from various eras commemorated during the week.
This was the third year in a row that our Sub-Branch played a key role in the launch.
The local event was conducted in conjunction with the Day Club on Thursday 17 th at Kittyhawk
Drill Hall, there was an attendance of around 60 with the Deputy Commissioner of DVA Alison
Stanley attending and speaking with many of the Day Club members. Representatives of State

and Local Government and the Defence Force also attended the morning tea provided by the
Australian Defence Credit Union and BBQ lunch which was cooked by President Rod and his
offsider from Padua College, James Lazell.
Defence Families Support Monthly BBQ’s
As I have mentioned frequently throughout the year, we have been part of a combined RSL’s
Sub-Branch effort to provide support to the families of deployed servicemen and women with
the provision of regular BBQ’s at Gallipoli Barracks.
Over the past two months we assisted in the conduct of a “flea market” and a Christmas Party,
both events were received and attended very well, especially Santa’s arrival on 17 th were he
was resplendent in his red suit in 30C plus temperature. That’s dedication!!!
Our thoughts were that if only a minimal number attended then it was a success; on one
occasion earlier in the year three families attended, and of those three, two were in need of
and received support through the group. Another success story through the provision of
support to our Defence Families.
Thanks to those members who through their thoughts or actions assisted with the BBQ’s. We
will continue with the program in 2014.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!
WANTED – volunteers urgently required assist with :Voyager Centre

EMA

The Voyager Centre is so popular; they require Volunteers to assist
with classes. Please contact us if you are able to assist at the Voyager
Centre with any classes offered.
Ring Ian Burchill if you can assist with doing some office work.

We thank the following businesses who support our RSL Sub-Branch:
Grand Prix Mazda for the provision of motor vehicles
Contact Grand Prix Mazda at 3263 5333
Vince Pennisi of V. Pennisi & Associates for legal services
Contact Vince Pennisi at 3350 2655
..and a special thank you to James and Seb for their help with this Newsletter.

Did you know?
YMCA have opened an after school hours care program that caters for young people with
disabilities at Aspley Special School. They plan on being open over the Christmas holidays to
accommodate High School and Primary School aged Children. If you know of families looking
for Holiday Care, please direct them to YMCA Aspley Specialist OSHC, Jennifer Dodd on
0427 157 018 or email sas@ymca.org.au or the Inclusion Coordinator, Emma Johnson on
0407 741 425 or email emma.johnston@ymca.org.au

SUB-BRANCH CONTACTS
Committee

Name

Responsibility

President
Secretary
Snr Vice President

Rod Single
Robyn Yeo
Greg Russell

Leadership and general management
Business administration and governance
Welfare and Advocacy and delegate to
Brisbane North Region District

Jnr Vice President
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Member
Member
Member

Tony McKinnon
David Izatt
Ian Willoughby
Peter Cairnes
Tony Leeds
Peter Saxon

Financial management and governance
Support the Treasurer
Welfare
Merchandise
Transport Officer

Member

Phil Lilliebridge

Ceremonial and Projects

Member

Alan Walker

Voyager Centre

Member
Office Coordinator

Ian Burchill
Cathy Sadler

EMA
Provide administrative support and coordinate office operations

Sub-Branch contact details:
Office hours

0930 – 1500 hrs

Location:

Second Floor,
Kedron-Wavell Services Club,

Postal Address:

Kittyhawk Drive
Chermside South, Queensland, 4032
Kedron-Wavell Sub-Branch Inc
PO Box 2036, Chermside Centre 4032

Phone:

(07) 3359 0460

Fax:
Email:
Website:
Facebook:

(07) 3256 3093
kwrsl@bigpond.net.au
www.kwrsl.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/KedronWavellRSLSubBranch

PHOTOS:

Tongan Band Members.

2.14 LHR (QMI) Catafalque Party

